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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 3 1 July 2006 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently 

understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the 
content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in the English language. Foreign 
Patent Document 4 has not been considered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 14 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
dependent claim must be presented in a form that refers back to and further limits another claim 
or claims in the same application. Accordingly, claim 14 has not been fiirther treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dimond (WO 
2001/005519 Al). 

Regarding claim 13, Dimond discloses a photoluminescence pigment application 
apparatus comprising: a first hopper adapted to contain a first powdered component (F:l- 
3; P:3 L:3-l 1); the first hopped being adapted to allow continuous transfer of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/577,606 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2884 

powdered component from the first hopper through a first die (F:l-3; P:4 L: 11-17) to the 
first at least one recess by operation of gravity(F:l-3; P:8 L:20-24); a transport device for 
holding the subsfrate below the hopper in sliding engagement with the first die to permit 
a continuous delivery of the first powdered components into the recesses (F:l-3; P:9 
L:21-24); and an oven adapted to receive at a potion of the substrate (F:l-3; P:5 L:21-23), 
the oven providing sufficient heat to turn the components into a molten mixture (F: 1-3; 
P:4 L: 19-20). Dimond does not disclose expressly a second hopper performing an 
identical task as the first hopper with a second powdered component. However, at the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide a second hopper acting similarly as the first hopper since it has been 
held that, absent some new or unexpected result, the duplication of a part requires only 
routine skill in the art. In re Harza, 274 F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 1960). 
Additionally, the motivation for adding a second hopper with a second powdered 
component would be to decrease the filling time for substrates with multiple recesses. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-12 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Regarding claim 1, the prior art of record does not disclose or reasonably suggest, 
along with the other claimed limitations, a method of manufacturing a slip-resistant 
photo-luminescent device comprising: namely the combination of, preparing a first 
powdered component of resin and fiiction-enhancing material; preparing a second 
powdered component of resin and a photo-luminescent pigment; and fiising the resins to 
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bond them to the surface of a substrate within separate recesses. While prior art such as 
Connew teach the use of a photo-luminescent strip set in a substrate's recess, the shape of 
the apparatus provides added traction without the need of a friction-enhanced parallel 
strip. Andreo teaches a similar device but it his embodiment, the strip set in a substrate 
recess is a non-slip material. A photo-luminescent material is coated in between the 
strips of non-slip material in order to provide protection from direct foot traffic. To make 
a strip of Andreo a photo-luminescent material would teach against the disclosure 
because it would place the photo-luminescent material in contact with foot traffic; 
something Andreo specifically strives to avoid. 

Regarding claims 2-10, the balance of claims is found allowable due to their 
dependence upon an already allowed claim and lacking any technical errors. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the prior art of record does not disclose or reasonably 
suggest, along with the other claimed limitations, a slip-resistant photo-luminescent 
device comprising: namely the combination of, a substrate with a strip of photo- 
luminescent material bonded into a first recess; a strip of fiiction-enhancing material 
bonded into a second recess; wherein both materials are heat cured resins fiised to the 
recesses' surfaces. For additional reason for allowance, please see the explanation with 
claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 12, the balance of claims is found allowable due to their 
dependence upon an already allowed claim and lacking any technical errors. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

US 7,297,388 B2 - Dimond discloses a hopper dispensing system for luminescent powder. 

US 6,875,989 B2 - Nolt discloses a photo-luminescent floor tile. 
US 6,841,785 B2 - Nolt discloses a photo-luminescent floor tile. 

US 6,726,952 Bl - Dimond discloses discloses a hopper dispensing system for luminescent 
powder. 

US 6,696,126 Bl - Fischer discloses a rough luminescent coating. 

US 6,726,952 Bl - Dimond discloses discloses a hopper dispensing system for luminescent 
powder. 

US 5,904,017 A - Glatz discloses a photo-luminescent safety attachment for floors, walls, 

handrails, etc. 

US 5,763,070 A - Kerlek discloses a photo-luminescent coated rough surface treatment. 
US 5,103,608 A - Andreo discloses a stair nosing with photo-luminescent material coated 
between non-slip strips. 

US 4,998,391 A - Connew discloses a stair nosing with photo-luminescent strips. 

US 4,360,557 A - Miller discloses an abrasive photo-luminescent coating. 

US 4,058,942 A - Naka discloses a stair nosing formed into traction strip with an embedded 

photo-luminescent strip. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID S. BAKER whose telephone number is (571)272-6003. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MTWRF 10:30am-7 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Porta can be reached on (571) 272-2444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DSB 

/David P. Porta/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2884 



